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Artist's sun illustration featured on CBS, DeKalb
County wine labels
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GEMNOA — Marla Shega's sun
illustration will appear on wine
labels at two DeKalb County
locations next month after
debuting on CBS Sunday
Morning With Charles Osgoed in
July.

A regular viewer, Shega
submitted the illustration to the
show.

“l would watch the shows and
each segment had an image of
the sun before going ta
commercial,” Shega said.

It's not the first time her work has
captured a large audience.
Shega, of Geneva, has worked
on illustrations for McDonald's,
Burger King and Coca-Cola. She always wanted to be an artist, which can be a life-consuming career
that requires people to “eat, drink and sleep” their art, she said. But i's not without its fun.

Marla Shega is surmaundad by bottles of wine with her [Bustratien an the
tabots Tuosday at Prairie State Winery in Genaa. [Rob Winner -
rwinner@shawmediacom)

“I can't think of any art director or creative people who | didn't like working with,” she said.

Two of the peaple Shega has with are Rick and his wife, Maria, wha
operate Prairie State Winery, 217 W, Main St. in Genoa, and Prairie State Wine Cellars, 322 W. State
St in Sycamore. They created six labels over the past seven years,

Their latest is Sol, a shemy wine that has Shega's sun on the label. For the illustration, Shega wanted
to achieve a balance between twa exprassions.

"I wanted a serious look but a happy look,” she said.

AT Ana»sl wha works at the Genoa wine shop and is Mamoser's brother-indaw, said Shega's
on the bottles lete the whole pack

"We see a ot of people come here and what draws them into the wina is the labels,” Anesi said,

The realism of artists such 25 Norman Rackwell and James Bama Inspire Shega's awn work, but
i she'll design whi ions for a wine bottle, The Bubblin' Blue sparking wine has
a picture of a heran hathing while drinking a glass of the wine.

Shega said she enjoys mentoring young artists, whe will sometimes submit work for her to look at in
the Strawflower Shop in Geneva. For artists hoping to have a career in a tough business, Shega said
they should be persistent.

“Don't give up,” she said. *... and perfect your style.”
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